Fairftaven

Please take the time to familiarize yourself with the two sections below which present our Truths We
Live By (Statements of Faith) and our Membership Covenant. As Part of taking Covenant Membership,
you will be stating your agreement with these two sections. Feel free to forward any questions you may
have to pastoralcare@fairhavenchurch.org.

The Truths We Live By

1. Thereis one God.

There is one God, who is infinitely perfect, existing eternally in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

Genesis 1:26; Matthew 3:16-17; Matthew 28:19; Jude 1:20-21

2. Jesus is both God and man.

Jesus Christ is the true God and the true man. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary. He died upon the cross, the Just for the unjust, as a substitutionary sacrifice, and all
who believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed blood. He arose from the dead according
to the Scriptures and will come again to establish His kingdom, righteousness and peace.

Philippians 2:6-11; Luke 1:34-38; 1 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 2:9; Romans 5:9; Acts 2:23-24; Hebrews
8:1; Matthew 26:64

3. The Holy Spirit lives in us.

The Holy Spirit is a divine person, sent to indwell, guide, teach, empower the believer, and convince
the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.

John 14:15-18; John 16:13; Acts 1:8; John 16:7-11

4. The Bible was inspired by God.

The Old and New Testaments, inerrant as originally given, were verbally inspired by God and are a
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men. They constitute the divine and only rule of
Christian faith and practice.

2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Timothy 3:15-16

5. Man is made in the image of God.

Man is made in the image of God and is the supreme object of His creation. Man was created to
have fellowship with God but became separated in that relationship through sinful disobedience.
As a result, man cannot attain a right relationship with God through his own effort. Every human
personality is uniquely created, possesses dignity, and is worthy of respect and Christian love.

Genesis 1:27; Romans 3:23; 1 Corinthians 15:20-23; Revelation 21:8; Revelation 21:1-4
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6. We need saving.

Man, being disobedient incurred both physical and spiritual death. Because of this, all men are
born with a sinful nature, are separated from God, and can be saved only through the atoning work
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Those who repent and believe in Him are born again of the Holy Spirit,
receive the gift of eternal life, and become children of God. Those who reject Him face an existence
of everlasting conscious punishment.

Romans 7:18; Psalm 51:5; Romans 6:23; 1 Peter 2:24; Romans 5:8; Titus 3:4-7; Romans 2:8;
Matthew 25:41

7. Baptism is an outward sign of an inward change.

Baptism is an outward sign of an inward change, as a follower of Jesus Christ publicly identifies
himself or herself as a Christ-follower. Baptism means, “to immerse or saturate,” and at Fairhaven
we follow the New Testament example of baptism by full immersion. Baptism symbolizes the
putting to death of the old life separated from God and embracing the new life we have in Jesus
Christ, empowered by the Spirit.

Matthew 3:16; Acts 8:38; Acts 2:38; Matthew 28:19

8. The Church is called to preach the gospel.

The local church is a group of believers in Christ who are joined together for the worship of God,
for prayer, fellowship and the proclamation of the Gospel. The “Church”, on the other hand,
consists of all who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ is the Head of the Church and has
commissioned all believers to go into all the world as witnesses, preaching the Gospel to all nations
and peoples.

Romans 16:5; Ephesians 1:22-23; Matthew 28:19-20; Ephesians 5:25; 1 Corinthians 12:28

9. Jesus is coming again.

We believe the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is imminent and will be personal, visible and
premillennial. His return is a vital truth that provides an incentive to holy living and faithful service.

John 14:3; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Hebrews 10:37; Luke 21:27; Titus 2:11-14
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Membership Covenant
| have personally received Jesus Christ into my life as my Lord and Savior. It is my sincere hope that my
relationship with Him will enable me to be the person He wants me to be to myself, my family, my church

and my world.

| believe the Bible to be God’s inspired Word which is my only rule for faith and practice (Il Timothy 3:16).
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| do hereby covenant with God to honor Him in community by committing myself to personal relationships
with other believers within the congregation (Hebrews 10:24-25).

| do hereby covenant with God to honor Him by committing myself to use my time, talents and spiritual
gifts to the building up of this local body and to the accomplishment of its stated purpose locally and

globally (I Peter 4:10-11).

| do hereby covenant with God to honor Him by committing myself to generosity through sharing my
financial resources with this body (Galatians 6:6).



