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What We Were Made For | Genesis 3:1-10

ICEBREAKER

When you were a child, where was your favorite hiding place?
Or

When you want to get away from everything for a little while, where do you like to
go?

SMALL GROUP INTRODUCTION (VIDEO)

Scan the QR code found on the right side of the back of your HOST RESOURCES
Card in your HOST Kit. Watch or listen to the video as a group, prior to starting the
rest of your discussion.

INTRODUCTION

From the beginning, God created people to live in His presence and walk with Him.
But when Adam and Eve sinned, shame and fear led them to hide from the very One
they needed most. Yet God did not abandon them. He came looking for them.
Throughout Scripture, God makes His way toward people, and through Jesus He
makes a way for us to be with Him again. As we begin Make Way, we are invited to
walk closer with God and help others walk with Him.

What stood out to you most from this week’s message?

INTO THE WORD

Read Genesis 3:1-8 and Exodus 25:8.

What do these passages reveal about God’s desire to be with His people? How is
walking in a relationship with God different from simply knowing about Him, and what
might that look like in your everyday life?



Host Guidance:

God made people for relationship with Him. Exodus 25:8 shows that His desire
to dwell among His people continues beyond Eden. Help the group distinguish
between religious knowledge or activity and a growing, daily walk with God.

Read Genesis 3:7-10 and Psalm 32:3-5.
How do shame and fear affect Adam and Eve’s response to God? What are some
ways we hide from God today, even when we know we need Him?

Host Guidance:

The sermon traces the pattern of sin, shame, fear, hiding, and distance. Hiding
may look like avoiding prayer, concealing sin, becoming self-reliant, or staying
busy. Psalm 32 contrasts the burden of concealment with the freedom of
confession. When we confess our sins to God and trusted others, we bring
what was hidden into the light, where we can experience the freedom of God’s
forgiveness, the peace of His grace, and the healing that comes through honest
relationships.

Read Genesis 3:8-9, Luke 15:1-7, Luke 15:11-24, and Luke 19:10.

Why is it significant that God calls out to Adam after Adam has sinned? What do
these passages reveal about God's heart toward those who are lost? How can guilt or
shame keep us from returning to God, and how does knowing He pursues us change
our response?

Host Guidance:

Throughout Scripture, God takes the initiative to seek and restore those who
are lost. God’s question, “Where are you?” invites Adam to respond; it is not a
request for information. The shepherd’s search and the father’'s welcome reveal
His compassion and joy when sinners repent. Like the younger son, we may
allow shame to convince us we are unworthy of God's love. Remind your group
that we don't have to earn His love. Luke 19:10 tells us Jesus came to make way
for us to be reconciled to God. Repentance means turning from sin and
returning to the Father who welcomes us through Christ.

Read Genesis 3:23-24, John 1:14, and Romans 5:8.

How did sin change Adam and Eve’s relationship with God? How does Jesus make a
way for us to be reconciled to God, and what difference should this make in how we
approach Him today?



Host Guidance:

Sin ruptured fellowship with God, but God did not stop pursuing His people. In
Jesus, God came to dwell among us and demonstrated His love through
Christ’s death for sinners. Restoration is a gift of grace, received through faith
in Jesus, not something we earn by trying harder.

EMBRACE AND EMBODY

Making way for God means:

* Remembering that we were created to walk with God.

* Recognizing when sin, shame, or fear leads us to hide.

* Responding to God’s invitation with honesty and repentance.
* Resting in the grace He has shown us through Jesus.

* Walking closer with Him and helping others walk with Him.

As a group, discuss the following questions:

* What is the difference between knowing about God and having a relationship with
Him? How might the way we experience God's grace and pursue a closer relationship
with Him influence the way we love, encourage, and help others walk with Jesus?

* What are some socially acceptable or even spiritually respectable ways we hide or
avoid dealing with what God wants to address in our lives?

* What are some good things that can become substitutes for the relationship with
God we were created to enjoy? How can we recognize when something good has
become an unhealthy priority?

TAKE YOUR NEXT RIGHT STEP

(Prayerfully consider one of the following next steps)

» Seek God Daily: Set aside time this week to ask God, "Where am | spiritually, and
what might You be inviting me to acknowledge or change?" Respond honestly
through prayer.

» Build Deep Relationships: Share with a trusted friend or group member one area
where you want to walk more closely with God.

» Live Generously: Make room in your schedule to be present with God and available
to someone who needs encouragement.



CLOSING PRAYER

Heavenly Father, thank You for creating us to walk in relationship with You. Even when
we turn away or try to hide, You lovingly pursue us. Help us to recognize the places
where fear, shame, or distractions keep us from Your presence. Give us courage to
draw near to You and make room for what You want to do in our lives. As we grow
closer to You, use us to help others experience the hope of Jesus. May we be willing to
make way for all You want to do in us and through us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e New HOSTs: If you haven't already, make sure to review the GROUP
AGREEMENT Card with your group members.

e Al HOSTs: Don’t forget to post a weekly photo of your group in your campus
Facebook group for a chance to win a pizza party.



